CHAPTER XXI
Letizia Does Not See Her Son Crowned
NEITHER Letizia nor Lucien was present at
the ceremonies when they crowned her son em-
peror. The new court painter David painted
her in; but that was an artistic little white lie designed
to please a ruler who might like to have whitewashed
any breach in the family.
This magniloquent event did not take place until De-
cember second, although he had been proclaimed in May.
Meantime, Cadoudal, the leader of the great conspiracy,
had been executed; Pichegru had strangled himself; and
General Moreau had been sentenced to but two years' im-
prisonment, later to be nobly pardoned by Napoleon,
though this old rival had aimed at his life.
In preparing for the new order, there had been con-
siderable trouble about titles. As marshals of the new
empire, Murat, Massena, Lannes, Berthier, Ney, Berna-
dotte, Augereau, Lefebvre, Mortier, Jourdan, were con-
tent; so also the two associate consuls, Cambaceres and
Lebrun, as archchancellor and archtreasurer respectively.
"Prince Joseph, Grand Elector," sounded well, and
"Prince Louis, Grand Constable of the Empire." Even
Eugene was a prince and old Bacciochi a senator.
But there was quite a to-do on the part of Eliza,
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